Promoting and defending
the rights of children and
youth to safe and stable
homes, quality education
and healthcare, and a voice
in the decisions that affect
their lives.
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Pegasus is an organization close to my heart, and it has been a privilege
to serve as Board President since July of 2018. As an attorney
representing indigent children in delinquency cases, I recognize and fully
appreciate what an amazing asset Pegasus is to our community.
Pegasus was founded to create a space
where children’s rights are protected and
defended. Under the leadership of Executive
Director Bette Fleishman, Pegasus has
continued its reputation for providing fearless
representation to many of New Mexico’s most
vulnerable children & families.

President for the next year, I am excited to
help Pegasus continue its mission of quality
legal representation for children and young
people in New Mexico.

Our work is possible only because of the
generosity of our donors. During the 2018 –
2019 fiscal year, this generosity enabled us to
raise a total of $95,578 for our work. We
appreciate your financial and time investment
in support of Pegasus. As I continue as
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LET TER FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
This past year has been exciting and challenging. We have directed more
of our energies into systematic change for all children in CYFD custody,
expanded our work to rural communities, increased representation for
education issues, and expanded our ability to respond to the increasing
need for kinship guardianship representation.
The 2019 Kids Count Data ranked New Mexico as
50th in child well-being, reminding us of the work
to be done to improve the quality of life of the
children of New Mexico.
We continue to respect, listen to, and learn from
our clients. We strive to provide excellent
representation, while advocating for policy
reform to improve the state of affairs for all
children
and
families.
Through
our
representation we continue to remove systemic
barriers that our clients face. We strive to be
collective and creative problem solvers.

Our entire society benefits when children’s needs
are met. We have seen how children are able to
thrive when they stay connected to their families
and their communities. Young people have rights,
and through quality representation, Pegasus
assures those rights are protected and upheld.
Sincerely,

Bette Fleishman, JD, Executive Director

Kevin S.
A lawsuit to fix New Mexico ’s
broken foster care system
In September 2018, fourteen children in New Mexico’s foster care system, joined
by Disability Rights New Mexico and the Native American Disability Law Center,
demanded that the state agencies responsible for foster care in New Mexico
provide the State’s 4,700 foster children with the essential care, stability,
treatment, and support that they need to grow and prosper. Pegasus attorneys
are “Next Friends” for several of the plaintiffs.
Despite a budget of over $33 million for fiscal year 2019, New Mexico’s child
welfare system remains the worst in the nation.
It is the State’s responsibility to protect the
health and wellbeing of the children in its care.
Every child entering foster care in New Mexico
is highly likely to have experienced multiple
forms of trauma. We know that exposure to
complex
trauma deeply
impacts
the
development of a child. When unaddressed, the
effects of trauma result in problems with sleep,
cognition, behavior, and emotional selfregulation.
The experiences of the Kevin S. plaintiffs
painfully illustrate that children in State
custody in New Mexico are repeatedly retraumatized by being uprooted and cycled in

and out of short-term emergency placements,
such as homeless shelters, government offices,
and residential treatment centers.
Pegasus, with Munger, Tolles & Olson, Public
Counsel, Nancy Koenigsberg, Deborah Poulin,
Vincent Ward, Michael Hart, Kelly Sanchez,
Tara Ford, Kelly Waterfall, Sara Crecca,
Andrew Schultz, and the fourteen children
who are plaintiffs in this case are taking a
stand to hold accountable the child welfare
system that has failed to keep them safe.
To view the complaint please visit:
publiccounsel.org/newmexico

Children have rights, yet those rights are meaningless unless they are defended and
honored. Pegasus was founded on the premise of promoting and protecting the rights of

children. To be empowered, children need more than just the protection of well meaning adults— they need a voice in the critical decisions that will decide their future.

S P O T L I G H T:
E D U C AT I O N L AW
We are a leading voice for children in New Mexico and have become one of the
most effective advocates for equal educational opportunity in the state. We work
against a backdrop of extreme inequities in funding and educational resources.
Poor children populate the hallways of lowperforming schools. Practices such as
tracking, grade retention, out-of-school
suspensions, expulsions, and one-size-fits-all
zero tolerance policies continue to
contribute
to
the
discouragement,
disengagement, and eventual dropout of
countless children throughout the state.
Huge numbers of youth are pushed out of
school and pulled into prisons and jails. In
many communities, this transforms schools
from places of learning to dangerous
gateways into the criminal justice system.
This is more than an education crisis; it is an
equal justice issue as the students pushed
out
through
harsh
discipline
are
disproportionately students with disabilities
and students of color.
Our mission is to keep children in school and
out of jail by reforming institutions and systems

so that all children can live to their fullest
potential.
The ultimate goal of our educational advocacy
is to ensure equal access to quality
educational services for all children. To
achieve this long-term goal, we have identified
the following three specific priority issues:


Creating substantive school discipline
reform, including the decriminalization of
school misconduct and the removal of
harsh disciplinary practices from our public
schools.



Ensuring equal access to public education
for special and vulnerable populations.



Ensuring the provision of high quality
educational services, including the use of
evidence-based
practices,
adequate
language supports, and the expansion of
early childhood education.

JERRI KATZERMAN
Education Director

I’ve been honored to be associated with Pegasus for the past few years
– first as a volunteer and now as an attorney working to improve the
educational outcomes of New Mexico’s children.
I’ve been on staff since February of
2019. With the support of Pegasus, I am
able to take on the unique challenges that
face parents and youth in our state. Our
objective is simple: we work to keep kids
in school and out of jail. But school
doesn’t just mean passing, it means
providing high quality education that
allows all kids to contribute to our
society.
I’m so proud of our team. In the past year,
we developed innovative ways to pursue

legal justice for our clients. With my
background, I have been able to bring a
focus to our educational commitment
and expand resources to this practice
area. Through this approach, we’ve been
able to directly impact the lives of youth in
New Mexico.
I love the staff and team at Pegasus.
Together, we can make a difference.

SOPHIE ASHER
Staff Attorney

I help non-parental caregivers obtain legal guardianship over children
and youth, and represent children in the foster care system. I make sure
that my clients’ cases move along in the court system, and that the rights
of New Mexico’s underage citizens are respected. My goal is to help New
Mexico’s children grow up in healthy environments.
I like finding innovative ways to solve
problems. The problems my clients face
are emotionally very difficult and I can
help them through the oftenoverwhelming processes to ensure they
and the children they care about have
the legal representation they need. In
one case, we were able to work within
twenty-four hours to navigate the court
process to allow an endangered infant to
remain with her legal caretakers. In
another, we helped a family find funding

to allow their child to participate in an
after-school program, giving him
desperately needed stability and
structure.
I so appreciate the support of the
Pegasus
staff,
their
enthusiasm,
commitment, and creativity. People are
willing to fight for what they believe in
and for the betterment of children’s
lives. Most importantly, our work is
always guided by the children
themselves.

RIDE FOR CHILDREN
OCTOBER 27, 2019

Day of the Tread is an annual cycling event for which Pegasus is the primary
beneficiary. New Mexicans celebrate with food, music, and costumes, while
promoting healthy choices for people of all fitness levels. Last year the event
raised $30,000, which helped support the legal needs of New Mexico’s children
and youth. We hope you will consider supporting the Day of the Tread by
participating in, volunteering for, or sponsoring the Day of the Tread.

www.dayofthetread.com

S P O T L I G H T:

SOCIAL WORK
This last year, Pegasus hired a full-time social worker and began a structured
social work internship program to assist our clients in navigating the complex and
laborious social services systems in New Mexico.
The team assesses clients’ needs
and links them to resources and
services according to what is
essential for their families. Clients
are connected to counseling and
therapy, support groups, summer
programs for kids, income, and social
support. We also participate in
outreach
events,
sharing
our
services
with
the
community.
Additionally,
we
partner
with
organizations to support our families
with school supplies, Thanksgiving
meals, and holiday joy.

At times, we accompany clients to
social service appointments, attend
court hearings, and if they wish, join
in support groups and workshops.
We make connections with our
clients, earning their trust, and
continuously hear from clients how
appreciative they are of our services.

LOUISE ARCHIBEQUE
Social Worker

I joined the Pegasus team after completing two internships, the first in
Advanced Standing MSW Clinical Track and then the Bachelor
program. For the last several years, I have volunteered for numerous
Pegasus events and also participated in the Grandparents Raising
Grandchildren Task Force.
Through the GRG Task Force, Pegasus
contributes to addressing the needs of
grandparents and promotes policy
change in an effort to increase the
availability of resources and assistance to
grandparents and other caregivers
raising children.
My joy is spending time with my family,
husband, and two adult children, but my
passion is in serving my community,
especially the children and families of

New Mexico. I was excited to be offered
a position as the first full-time Social
Worker at Pegasus.
My goal is to make sure our clients are
supported in every possible way. I have
been told on many occasions by our
clients and their families how grateful
they are for Pegasus. I am honored and
proud to be part of what Pegasus Legal
Services for Children represents.

JEN JONES
Controller

When asked what she does for us, her response was, “A better question
might be what wouldn’t I do for Pegasus?”

Grants & Contracts

From the moment I started working here
in January 2019, I found myself incredibly
inspired. I also found myself surrounded
by coworkers whose work and
professional ethics impressed me on a
daily basis. While I began familiarizing
myself with our funders, grants, and the
financials, I identified places where we
could modernize our organization. My
goal is to make it easy to do our work at
Pegasus, so that we can all focus our
attention on where it really matters: our
clients.

Being a controller requires more than
being an accountant, and that’s what
makes it such a fun job. I work with a
group of people who have become friends
in my life. Every day we have fun, we push
each other to grow, and help each other
handle the difficult situations that we
sometimes find ourselves in. Something
that still surprises me is how flexible
everyone is - when someone asks how we
can be better, we come up with a
solution, and implement it!

DONATE DIRECTLY
Go to our website:
www.pegasuslaw.org to donate
through a one-time or
recurring donation.
AMAZON SMILE
Sign up online at
smile.amazon.com and a
percentage of your regular
Amazon purchases will go
directly to Pegasus.
SMITHS REWARDS
Sign up online at
smithsfoodanddrug.com and
Smiths will donate a
percentage of your purchase to
Pegasus at no extra cost to you.
MY CHANGE
Have your purchases
automatically rounded up to
the nearest dollar. Your
“change” will go directly to
Pegasus. Sign up at
mychange.com.

AUDITED FINANCIALS: FY 2018-2019
REVENUE:

$896,619

100%

Contracts
Grants
Contributions
Attorney’s Fees
Other Income
In-Kind Contributions

$570,006
$97,711
$95,578
$103,158
$11,057
$19,109

64%
11%
10%
12%
1%
2%

EXPENSES:

$868,972

100%

Program
Management & General
Fundraising

$709,820
$116,672
$42,480

82%
13%
5%

SURPLUS

$12,674

INTERNS:
Law Clerks:
Yarrow Allaire, UNM Law
Lily Hofstra, UNM Law
Helen Lockett, San Diego Law
Sarah Marshment, William & Mary
Melanie McNett, UNM Law
Kateri West, UNM Law

Social Work Interns:
Camille Carpenter
High School Interns:
Christian Calloway, Amy Biehl HS

Audited Financials Fiscal Year 2018

SAVE
THE
DATE
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2019
12:00 - 4:00 @ SOUTHWEST CAPITAL BANK
Ride for the Children October 27, 2019
JOIN US AS WE CELEBRATE OUR 13TH ANNUAL

JEWELRY EXTRAVAGANZA

Jewelry donations, corporate sponsorships, and auction items are now
being accepted. Please email info@pegasuslaw.org for more information.

GRANTS + CONTRACTS

NEW MEXICO

NEW MEXICO

NEW MEXICO

CIVIL LEGAL SERVICES

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE
OF THE COURTS

ACCESS TO JUSTICE

OUR GENEROUS DONORS:
Aja Brooks
Alicia Gutierrez & Dennis
Rivera
Alison Pauk
Andrew & Katie Stone
Anita Letter
Anonymous
Barbara L. Mathis & Gordon
Reiselt
Barbara Quissell
Bette M Fleishman
Cindy Quinonez
Colleen Reardon
Cristen Conley& Mike
Anderson
Dan Hyman
Daniel & Barbara Shapiro
Darlene Ogborn
Darryl and Barney Bloom
David Thomas
Deborah Solove
Debra Novak
Diane Fisher
Dominick Viramontes
Ernest & Vivienne Ragin
F.M. Long
Fay Abrams
Fred and Joan Hart
Gail Chasey
Harold Gershenson & Naomi
Kistin
Grace Spulak
Gretchen Elsner
Jacqueline Harlow

Janice Paster
Jeffrey Kauffman
Jim & Linda Fahey
Joan Weissman and Michael
Nutkiewicz
John Wilson
Judy Flynn O’Brien
Kari Converse
Kari & Patrick Houlihan
Katie and Jasper Terry
Kathryn Wissel
Kay Henriksen
Kay Monaco & Dick
Winterbottom
Kelly Sanchez
Laura Bassein
Laurel J Ramsey and Ron
Brown
Lauren Hyman
Leo Romero
Liz McGrath
Lynda Romero
Marta Hines
Matthew Loehman
Maya Spark
Meena H Allen
Michael Browde
Michael D Anderson
Michelle Giger
Nancy Colella and Peter Klages
Nancy Koenigsberg
Norty & Summers Kalishman
Patricia Stelzner
Patsy Nelson

Philip Davis
Ranne Miller
Renee Ornelas
Rifka Stern
Robert Rosenberg
Russell & Jennifer
Parker
Sarah Singleton
S.M. Scott
Sally V. McGrath
Sierra Ludington
Sue Hallgarth & Mary
Ellen Capek
Sean Wells
Susan Scott
Sue Hochstadt
Susan Conway
Theodore and
Julie Baca
Tova Indritz
Vicki & Samuel Dazzo
William & Maria Geer

ORS:
3B YOGA
AMAZON SMILE FOUNDATION
ATKINSON, BAKER & RODRIGUEZ, PC
AVALON TRUST CO
BENEVITY FUND
CABQ FAMILY AND COMMUNITY
SERVICES
CAMNET
103.7 THE OASIS KOAZ
DAY OF THE TREAD
DELTA UNIFORM & LINEN
EASTERN SLOPE CONSELING &
CONSULTING, LLC
FREEDMAN BOYD DANIELS HOLLANDER
& GOLDBER
GEER WISSELL LEVY PA
GENERAL MILLS INC.
HARRIS’ JEWELERS & CASA DE ORO
CUSTOM DESIGNS
HELP EQUALS HOPE
HINKLE SHANOR LLP
JEROME JOHNSON, CPA, LLC
KATHLEEN M. V. OAKEY, ATTY AT LAW
KENDRA SCOTT
KESHET DANCE AND CENTER FOR THE
ARTS
KRISTINA MARTINEZ
KUNM
LA MONTANITA CO-OP
LOS ALAMOS NATIONAL BANK
MCGINN, MONTOYA, LOVE & CURRY, PA
MILLER STRATVERT, PA
MOSES, DUNN, FARMER & TUTHILL, PC
MULCHAY LAW FIRM
NETWORK FOR GOOD

NM BLACK LAWYERS ASSOCIATION
NMCAN
ONE COMMUNITY AUTO, LLC
PAYPAL GIVING FUND
PIERONI FAMILY LAW LLC
PNM
PREGENZER, BAYSINGER, WIDEMAN &
SALE
RIO GRANDE JEWELRY
RIO GRANDE BODY WORKS
ROTHSTEIN DONATELLI LLP
ROYBAL-MACK & CORDOVA, PC
SARABANDE B&B
SANDIA LABORATORY FED. CU
SMITH'S FOOD & DRUG
STATE BAR OF NEW MEXICO
STEFFY LAW FIRM PC
TERRY & DEGRAAUW, PC
THE CITIVAN GROUP
UNITED WAY OF CENTRAL NEW MEXICO
WHAT GOES AROUND
WRIGHT’S INDIAN ART

3201 4th St NW, Albuquerque, NM 87107
Phone
&
Fax
:
505.244.1101
ABQ Ride: Bus Route 10 to North 4th Street
www.pegasuslaw.org

